
 

Sherington Village Caretakers Report 

Month: February 2020 

Dated: 03/02/2020 

 

Outline:  I started working for the village on the 2nd January.  My main task is to ensure that the 

various litter bins throughout the village are emptied weekly in time for the Council rubbish 

collection.  At present I am completing this on a Sunday afternoon until the mornings become 

lighter.   

Sherington Rubbish Bins 

There are in total 14 rubbish bins of various types located throughout the village.  Some of 

these bins are in poor condition and open to the vagaries of the weather. 

There are also a number of dog waste bins located throughout the village and although not 

under my control I keep an eye out for their condition. 

The rubbish bins in use mainly in the village are  

1. Sports Pavilion (open top) 

2. Perry Lane (enclosed bin) 

3. Outside the school (open top) 

4. Village Store (enclosed bin) 

5. Knoll bus stop (open bin) 

There are smaller enclosed bins located in Gun Lane, Water Lane, Playground in Perry Lane 

with various other types making up the remainder. 

When I empty the bins, I am at present segregating the recyclable materials into a separate 

bag with the general rubbish going into black bags.  Unfortunately, due to the poor location of 

the red dog bins I am also removing dog waste bags from the litter and moving them into the 

correct receptacles.  

I have investigated solutions to the problems above and have made the following suggestions 

to the PC. 

1. Replace the bins itemised as 1,3,4 & 5 with a dual-purpose litter and recycle bin. 

2. Remove/replace the litter bin at the bottom of Crofts End (in a poor state) 

3. Install a red dog waste bin at Carters Close by the green bin (at present it is used 95% 

for dog waste). 

4. Install a red dog bin in Gun lane 

5. Replace the dilapidated dog bin at the school with a much larger size. 

It is the responsibility of us as villagers to ensure that we use the correct bin for the correct 

rubbish (it isn’t illegal by the way to place the dog bags in the green bin, but it is unpleasant for 

me to rectify it) 

 

 

   



Sherington Drains and Ditches                               

With the very poor weather in February we had plenty of opportunities to observe the very poor 

drainage that is taking place within the village.  

During my bin emptying and general walk around the village I have become aware of the poor 

state of the drains withing the village confines.  I am taking pictures of the drains in question 

and will be challenging MKC and the water company to improve this situation before we have a 

serious problem. 

In the meantime, we have taken independent action to try and alleviate the situation where we 

can. 

1. Gun Lane: although we have cleaned out a culvert, the ditch it flows into had been 

allowed to clog up with detritus over the years and was in need of major work.  Gun 

Lane also has a large drain which is blocked up with mud from over the years and water 

accumulates there as well.  Vehicles are constantly eroding the verge and causing mud 

to accumulate onto the road causing risk of skidding.  It has also been commented to 

me by a resident that it is difficult for those walking along the lane to avoid the mud. I 

have reported this to the MK council but will expect this to be way down their list. My 

first task was to improve the ditch in Gun Lane so that water which had been forming on 

the road could flow into the ditch and away. 

 

     

The ditch dug out in Gun Lane before water flows 

        

Water flowing down the ditch from the road culvert. 

All we need now is MKC to clear the actual road drain located near to the culvert. 



2. We have now cleared two of the 6 culverts on the High street leaving the village by the 

new estate. These should feed into the ditch on the left-hand side which extends from 

the new estate up towards Gun lane. However due to poor maintenance and upkeep 

these and the ditch have all become blocked up and covered over (see pictures) 

   

  
 I will be working to free these culverts over the next few weeks, but my main problem is 

that the depth of the ditch needs renewing to allow water to flow freely down to the main 

ditch on the right-hand side. 

Unfortunately, by clearing out these ditches and increasing the water flow down towards 

the Knoll it may increase the chance of increasing the flooding that is already taking 

place there every time it rains 

 

 
 

We will be putting pressure on the various departments to sort out the drains so we can clear 

up our ditches, including the one on Church road which seems to be blocking up as well. 

I have not mentioned the drainage situation at the spinney by Crofts end and the High street on 

this occasion as I am still looking int where the drains run. 

 

 

 

 

 


