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Executive Summary 

Sherington, a rural parish in North Buckinghamshire, needs to recognise that a coercive 

community effort is required to ensure that the parish remains a viable, attractive and safe place 

to live and work in the face of increasing external influences and pressures. 

The South-East Plan with its promotion for further development of Milton Keynes will potentially 

have significant consequences on the community of Sherington. This parish planning process will 

endeavour to secure the best results for the residents of the parish from all such initiatives.  

The plan will focus upon the development and enhancement of community facilities for all 

villagers, young and old, attempting to provide initiatives for those with family roots to remain in 

the village. It will take measures to safeguard village infrastructure, building form, building density, 

open space and the surrounding countryside from external pressures. It will endeavour to 

enhance communications and transport links, whilst aiming to reduce the effect of road traffic on 

the village.  

With fully inclusive support and input from the village, the implementation of this Parish Plan, will 

be the crucial element in defining the future of Sherington Parish. It will aim to develop the 

substance of Sherington by creating a thriving, caring and adaptable community. 
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What is a Parish Plan? 

A Parish Plan is a vision of how the community would like to see the village in the future. It is also 

the foundation for applications for funding or local action. It aims to help rural communities to 

have a greater input in their own affairs. Ultimately it is an opportunity for the people living in the 

village to contribute and record their future aspirations for the community in which they live. 

A Parish Plan can cover everything that is relevant to the people who live and work in the parish, 

from social housing to places for children to play. It should address the needs of the entire 

community, including local businesses. Everyone should have an opportunity to contribute to its 

preparation. 

Parish councils need the active involvement or support of the local planning authority in the 

preparation of Parish Plans for a number of reasons, including giving advice on technical 

planning matters such as: 

 Relevant local planning authority policy documents, processes and procedures; 

 advice on the planning scope and components of Parish Plans; 

 ensuring there is reasonable consistency between Parish Plans and development plans; 

 more generally, to ensure a better chance of the Parish Plan being used effectively in 

influencing and making planning decisions. 

Extract from The Countryside Agency - Parish Plans and the Planning System 

Fundamentally it is about proactively managing change in a planned manner. The Parish Plan 

and Action Plan set a direction and create targets for actions to achieve the desired outcomes. 

Approach to writing the Parish Plan 

Public consultation is considered key in the development of a Parish Plan. Sherington Parish 

Council completed a village appraisal in November 2004, which was based on a large number of 

inputs from the community collected through meetings, individual discussions and by seeking the 

input of organisations and groups within the parish who represent many of the key stakeholders 

in the Parish Plan.  

The Parish Plan should focus more on where the parish would like to be in two to five years time, 

therefore much of the effort of research and opinion seeking was focused on the desires and 

ambitions of the residents rather than the detailed recording of the attributes of the parish as it 

was in 2004. 

The plan is an expression of what is important to the residents of the parish, what is valued both 

physically and socially and how the parish should develop in the future in order to preserve and 

enhance these features. The plan is by its very nature a living document and will be updated over 

time as significant changes in attitudes or desires of the residents of the parish are noted. 
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The plan has three main components: 

Objectives – These are set out in a number of areas such as The Environment, Traffic 

Management, Trade, and Community etc and set out in broad terms where the parish would like 

to be in two to five years. 

Recommendations – A statement of direction and priorities, which when followed will create 

progress from the current situation to the desired vision for the village. 

Action Plan – Specific actions to achieve the recommendations and move the parish forward 

towards the objectives. 



parishplan2011 6 of 16  Sherington Parish Plan 

Introduction 

The Parish of Sherington 

Sherington parish is a medium sized parish, covering an area of 731 hectares, with a total 

population of c.1000 residing in c.380 households. The parish is located in North 

Buckinghamshire between Newport Pagnell and Olney. 

Unlike many similar sized rural communities, Sherington has managed to maintain much of its 

infrastructure, supporting a village shop, post office, two public houses and a school. However its 

proximity to rapidly growing Milton Keynes and other local market towns, raises questions in 

regard to the sustainability of these village assets. 

Similar to many of the North Buckinghamshire villages, Sherington is a popular location where 

people aspire to live and join the community. The Parish Plan aims to highlight and build on the 

positive aspects whilst challenging and facilitating change in the negative.  

Early History (Extract from Sherington website) 

Iron Age remains have been found in the Sherington area, indicating that the area has been 

inhabited for a considerable period of time. There is a tumulus in Sherington itself, at the corner of 

Crofts End and Bedford Road, which was declared an Ancient Monument in 1973.  

Roman remains have also been found in the Ouse Valley area and a Roman road passed north 

through Sherington, branching off the main Watling Street at Magiovinium (near Bow Brickhill).  

Middle Ages 

In the 11th Century there were 3 manors in the area belonging to Edward the Confessor. After the 

Battle of Hastings in 1066, they were given to Geoffrey Bishop of Constance.  

The name Sherington may have come from the Old English Sciringtun, meaning Scira's farm. In 

place names such as this the first part is a personal name, whilst the suffix '-ingtun' means farm. 

Sherington is recorded in the Domesday Book in 1086 as 'Serintone'.  

In 1574 Christopher Saxton produced a map of Buckinghamshire, showing Sherington. This was 

the first map of an English county. John Speed's map of 1610 also shows Sherington.  

In the 1640s, the area became involved in the English Civil War. In 1643 some of the Parliament 

forces were based in Sherington, before marching north to take part in the Battle of Naseby in 

1645. Gun Lane got its name at that time: there are some earthworks west of the lane, which are 

believed to have formed part of the defences.  

Enclosures 

In the Middle Ages farming in Sherington, as in the rest of England, was done on a communal 

basis in large open fields. A significant change came about as a result of enclosure, i.e.: the 
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division of the open fields into separate plots with individual landlords. Early enclosure was by 

agreement. However, much of the enclosure in Buckinghamshire was accomplished through Acts 

of Parliament. There were 132 Acts in the County, the first being in 1738, with 36 taking place 

after 1820. The Enclosure Act for Sherington took effect in 1796, although part of the area had 

already been enclosed prior to that date. Enclosure was overseen by Commissioners who had 

considerable power to allocate land and settle claims.  

It is interesting to note that the basic village layout on the 1796 (Appendix ?) map was very similar 

to how it is today. Apart from the Swan on the High Street, there was a second public house at 

the east end of Water Lane near the Knoll: the Rose and Crown. Carters Close was not the name 

of a road but a field which had been enclosed before 1796 and which was transferred from the 

Revd Samuel Greatheed to the London Company of Mercers, who were two of the biggest 

landlords at the time. At the time of enclosure, most of the adult population were either 

agricultural workers or lacemakers. 

Administration 

Buckinghamshire was created early in the 10th Century. It was originally divided into 18 

Hundreds. Sherington lies in Moulsoe Hundred. However, the Hundreds were subsequently 

combined into groups of three, and Newport Hundred was created by combining Moulsoe with 

Bunsty (or Bonstowe) and Seckloe (or Segehowe).  

Newport Pagnell continued to be both the focus for local administration and the local market town 

for many years. Buckinghamshire County Council was set up in 1889, and from 1894 local 

government in the area around Newport Pagnell (including Sherington) was being provided by 

Newport Pagnell Rural District Council, whilst Newport Pagnell Urban District Council served the 

town itself.  

Sherington Parish Council was set up in 1895 and celebrated its centenary with various local 

events during 1995.  

On 23 January 1967 22,000 acres of North Buckinghamshire were designated as the site for a 

new city to house 200,000 people and to be called Milton Keynes. Although Sherington (and 

Newport Pagnell) lies outside the designated area of the new city, the arrival of a new 

conurbation nearby has had a major impact on local life. In 1974, local goverment was 

reorganised. Newport Pagnell Rural District Council was abolished and its responsibility for local 

services was split between Buckinghamshire County Council and the newly created Milton 

Keynes Borough Council. On 1 April 1997, there was a further local government reorganisation 

when this 'two tier' system was abolished and a new unitary authority, Milton Keynes Council, 

was created to provide all services in the area. Effectively, in recognition of the new character of 
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the area, Milton Keynes had gained its independence from the rest of the county, which is still 

provided for by Buckinghamshire County Council.  

The area covered by the new Milton Keynes Council is very similar to that of the old Newport 

Hundred. The new city itself occupies the southwest third of the area, whilst the remaining area 

(including Sherington) retains its rural character. 

Buildings 

Apart from the church there are many other old buildings in the village, including the following: 

The Old Rectory in School Lane dates from 1607.  

The stone barn with a traceried window in Water Lane was built in 1774.  

Sherington Place, which faces the end of School Lane at its junction with Church Road and Gun 

Lane, is from the 18th Century.  

The Manor House at the south end of the High Street was built in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Next to the house is a moat.  

The first bridge over the Ouse was probably built in the 13th Century. The current Sherington 

Bridge was constructed in 1818, although it was widened in 1971.  

The current school building was opened in 1957. The original Parish School building (next to the 

current site in School Lane) was designed in 1871-2 to accommodate 105 children. It cost £900. 

In 1899 the average attendance was 75. The old school building later served as a shop before 

becoming a private residence.  

The Yew Tree Farmhouse is dated 1595.  

The White Hart buildings date from the 18th Century.  

The Royal Oak public house in Church End opened in the mid 1800s, although beer was brewed 

on the premises before then. It closed in 1923.  

A Friend's Meeting House was built in Water Lane in 1689 and is shown on the 1796 Enclosures 

map. It was subsequently converted into two cottages.  

The Congregational Chapel was first established in 1782, and the Chapel building in Crofts End 

was constructed in 1822, but has recently been converted for residential use. There was also a 

Wesleyian Methodist Chapel in the village from 1863 to 1974, but again the buildings have been 

converted to residential use.  

The Village Hall deeds are dated 1929. The Village Hall was initially run by a trust, which first set 

the rates for hiring the Hall at a meeting in 1928. The Hall is now run by the Village Hall 

committee.  
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Many of these buildings are now Listed Buildings, and much of the village is a Conservation Area 

to help preserve its character.  

Roads 

In the 18th and 19th Centuries turnpike trusts were set up for many stretches of road in England, 

in order to levy tolls on road users to pay for their upkeep. The Newport Pagnell to Bedford road 

had a turnpike trust from 1753 to 1780 and again from 1814 to 1870. The Newport Pagnell to 

Kettering road also became a turnpike in 1753. A tollhouse was situated by Sherington Bridge for 

part of this period and is shown on the 1796 Enclosures map. At various times tollbars were also 

set up at other locations: including Chicheley Hill and on the road to Olney, north of the junction 

with Gun Lane.  

Following the advent of the motor car, the High Street became part of the main A509 road, whilst 

Chicheley Hill was part of the A422. In 1980 a bypass was built to the east of the village, leading 

to the Newport Pagnell bypass, which was built about the same time. The bypass has been 

successful in taking nearly all the heavy traffic out of the village.  

Community Resources 

The parish has a number of resources available to the community, both commercial and private: 

 The Village Hall, founded in 1929, hosts many village activities, including Pre-school, Short 

Mat Bowls Club, Parish Council Meetings, Youth Club, Historical Society, New Thursday 

Group, Brownies, plus various special events. 

 The village hall park and play areas 

 St Laud’s Church 

 Sherington C of E School 

 The recreation ground, football pitch and pavilion 

 The White Hart public houses 

 Renovated Pavillion 

 Haynes garage 

 Sherington Nurseries 

 Allotments 

 

 
Community Clubs, Associations and Groups 
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The following are active groups within the village (in no particular order). 
 

 Sherington Youth Club 

 Sherington Football Club 

 Tuesday Coffee Morning 

 The New Thursday Group 

 Sherington Indoor Bowls Club 

 Sherington Historical Society 

 St Laud’s Church Parochial Church Council 

 St Laud’s Choir 

 Village Hall Trustees 

 Village Hall Committee 

 Sherington CE First School PTFA & Governors 

 Sherington Pre-School 

 Sherington Twinning Association 

 Sherington Luncheon Club 

 Scan Kids 

 

 

 



parishplan2011 11 of 16  Sherington Parish Plan 

During the village appraisal completed in 2004, the village raised the following aspirations and 

concerns. 

Environment  

 Provision of safe walking and cycling routes through and around the village 

 Provision of public footpaths including a walk alongside the River Ouse 

 Provision of community woodland 

 Preservation of the special heritage of the village 

 Addressing parking problems near the shops and schools 

 Improvements to major/dangerous road junctions within the village 

 Perry Lane parking 

 Improving the quality of village maintenance including: 

 Street lighting, kerbing, fly tipping 

 Pressing the utility companies to update the village infrastructure including: 

 Foul drainage, surface water drainage, flood protection, the overhead electricity supply 

network, under grounding of overhead cables, improving and maintaining footpaths 

 Securing the future manageability of Sherington Mound 

 Managing the increasing flows of traffic and its speed through village 

 Dog Fouling 

 Dealing with and managing graffiti 

Economy 

 Provision of more local jobs 

 Support local businesses: garages, shops, garden centres, agriculture, horticulture, pubs, 

kennels, builders, craftsmen, small businesses working from home. 

 Broadband availability throughout the village 

 Encourage/maintain/increase business activities including: company offices, small 

businesses 

 Production of a village business directory 

 Development of new housing under village control 

Social 

 More affordable housing 

 Better play areas for children 

 More focus on teenagers’ wants/needs 
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 More focus on older parishioners’ needs (we are an ageing society) 

 Managing Perry Lane Recreation Ground and providing additional facilities 

 More small meeting rooms 

 Maintaining close liaison with the Police  

 Supporting Sherington School to maintain its role and facilities 

 Supporting the local bus service and investigating other innovative public transport modes 

 Expansion of village hall to support future village growth 

 Public covered areas near the Village Hall and Perry Lane Recreation Ground 

(specifically Youth Shelters) 



parishplan2011 13 of 16  Sherington Parish Plan 

Action Plan 2004 

The following Action Plan was produced in 2004 and has been updated with the latest status 

for this document. With the exception of the path across the Village Hall car park and the 

ongoing debate with Anglian Water, the actions identified during the previous round of 

planning have been completed. 

Issue Timescale Responsibility Current Status 

Multi activity area Short Term Parish Council Complete 

Olney – Newport 
Pagnell Cycleway 

Short Term Milton Keynes Council The cycleway will be route 
along the road, through 
Sherington and on to 
Newport Pagnell. The road 
marking will be completed 
later this year. 

More jobs at Manor 
Farm Courtyard 

Short Term J W Cook & Son Complete 

Footpath across 
Village Hall car park 

Short Term Parish Council Postponed – not approved by 
the Village Hall Committee 

Improvements to 
Perry Lane Recreation 
Ground – 
Replacement of 
Storage areas 

Short Term Parish Council Complete 

Improvements to 
Perry Lane Recreation 
Ground – Provision of 
swings for younger 
children 

Short Term Parish Council Complete  

Junior Football Pitch Short Term Parish Council Complete 

Under grounding of 
overhead cables 

Medium 
Term 

Central Networks 
formally known as 
East Midlands 
Electricity 

In progress – completion 
summer 2008 

Improvements to 
Perry Lane Recreation 
Ground – 
Refurbishment of 
Pavilion 

Medium 
Term 

Parish Council Funds available, completion 
due Spring 2011 

Surface Water/Foul 
Drainage problems 
Water lane 

Medium 
Term 

Anglian Water  Anglian Water have resolved 

Stonepits Close Medium 
Term 

Parish Council  Completed 

Development of 
Business Directory 

Medium 
Term 

Parish Council Website? 
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Issue Timescale Responsibility Current Status 

Village Hall Play 
equipment 

Short Term Parish Council New equipment installed 

New Housing Long Term Parish Council 
Milton Keynes Council 

Is a selected village in the 
Core Strategy issued by 
Milton Keynes Council 
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Village growth and link to the Milton Keynes LDF 

Infrastructure – Utilities, Roads etc 

Public Transport 

Health & Safety 

School 

Church 

Social events, Clubs and Associations 

Community skills and resources 

Emergency Planning 

Environmental Issues 

 

Examples of work undertaken by the Parish Council: 

 



parishplan2011 16 of 16  Sherington Parish Plan 

 

 

 


